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Abstract 

Pronunciation errors can significantly impact the clarity and comprehension of a story, leading to 

misunderstandings and reduced listener engagement. By emphasizing correct pronunciation, 
teachers enable clearer and more confident communication, significantly enhancing the effectiveness 

and impact of storytelling. This study aimed to investigate how English teachers use the International 

Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) during storytelling instruction to improve pronunciation accuracy. This 
study employed a descriptive-qualitative method. This research has been conducted through five 

English teachers using storytelling sessions with the same topic based on different YouTube video 

sources. The data will be collected through English teachers’ recordings when teaching storytelling. 
The data will be analyzed with IPA transcriptions to identify and categorize pronunciation errors in 

consonants, vowels, and diphthongs. The findings reveal a total of 36 pronunciation errors, including 

18 vowel errors, 14 consonant errors, and 2 diphthong errors. The researcher suggests English 

teachers use the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for teaching pronunciation, particularly in 
storytelling, to improve students' understanding of phonetic nuances, reduce pronunciation errors, 

and enhance communication and storytelling skills. 
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1. Introduction 

Pronunciation is a crucial aspect of communication, requiring accurate and precise 

pronunciations to prevent misunderstandings and effectively produce sounds while speaking. 

Ulfayanti and Jelimun (2018) stated that pronunciation is also one of the fundamental abilities 

needed to develop spoken English. Clear pronunciation not only helps the listener understand 

what the speaker is trying to say, but it also makes communication between the speaker and 

listener easier and more meaningful. Therefore, mastering pronunciation is essential to 

becoming fluent in English and communicating effectively. 

Elvionita (2019) conducted a study examining students' errors in pronouncing English 

consonants. The study provided empirical evidence that students frequently mispronounced 

consonant letters. This underscores the persistent challenges learners face in mastering 

pronunciation, highlighting the need for targeted instructional strategies to address these 

specific errors. Improving the pronunciation of consonants is essential because it significantly 

affects the clarity and precision of spoken English, which in turn enhances overall 

communication skills. Thus, focusing on correct consonant pronunciation is a crucial aspect of 

developing strong spoken language abilities. 

Previous research has also explored the challenges faced by Algerian EFL students in 

learning English pronunciation (Ghounane, 2018). These challenges stem from issues such as 
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accent use, consonant and vowel pronunciation, and recognizing silent letters. Additionally, 

Maiza (2020) identified specific difficulties students have with pronouncing English 

consonants such as /θ/, /ð/, /ʃ/, /ʒ/, /tʃ/, and /dʒ/. These difficulties are influenced by factors 

including language interference, the differences in phonological systems, and the learners' 

motivation levels. Moreover, Diah Dwi Lestari (2020) investigated pronunciation errors made 

by EFL student teachers during speech performances, finding a total of 79 errors. The results 

showed 48.1% were vowel errors, 22.8% were consonant errors, and 29.1% were diphthong 

errors. The study identified several factors contributing to these errors: internal factors such as 

lack of preparation and anxiety, external factors including limited use of English, and 

interlingual factors like mother tongue interference. Addressing these factors is crucial for 

improving pronunciation and overall speech performance in EFL learners. 

Storytelling is a powerful method for improving English pronunciation and reducing 

accents. It provides contextual practice that enhances fluency and understanding, making the 

learning process enjoyable and effective. Azis and Husnawadi (2020) emphasized that 

storytelling is a valuable technique for learning. They pointed out that students are naturally 

drawn to stories because of their captivating nature, which helps them remember details more 

easily. Engaging in storytelling activities enables students to orally communicate ideas to their 

peers or audience. Various studies (Chubko et al., 2020; Copeland & de Moor, 2018; 

Gausepohl et al., 2016) support this notion, indicating that storytelling can be utilized to convey 

information, messages, or simply entertain with a fairy tale. Storytelling not only grabs 

attention but also fosters active participation and effective communication among learners. 

Balsius (2022) explored the research on "Utilizing the International Phonetic Alphabet 

to Improve the Pronunciation of English Education Students." The findings highlighted the 

significant impact of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) on phonetic acquisition and the 

enhancement of pronunciation skills, particularly for various consonant, vowel, and diphthong 

sounds. Sounds like /θ/, /d^/, /ð/, /ʜ:/, and /əʊ/ were specifically addressed, showcasing how 

students can benefit from learning the IPA to improve their pronunciation. The IPA provides a 

systematic way to represent sounds, allowing students to accurately understand and produce 

English sounds, thus contributing to better overall pronunciation proficiency. 

Even though previous research has explored students' mispronunciation of English 

words, there is limited research on English teachers' mispronunciation, specifically in the 

context of storytelling teaching using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). This gap leads 

to the question of whether English pronunciation errors in storytelling teaching align with IPA 

principles when instructing students. Therefore, the researcher formulated the following 

research questions and objectives, as follows: 

1. What are the pronunciation errors made by the English teachers while teaching 

storytelling? 

2.  What are the underlying phonetic factors contributing to these pronunciation errors?  

2. Method  

This study employed the descriptive-qualitative method (Creswell, 2014) to investigate 

the errors in pronunciation of English teachers in teaching storytelling with the international 

phonetic alphabet (IPA). The researcher used an English teacher as primary source data to 

analyze the pronunciation errors in teaching storytelling entitled “The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar,” taken from a YouTube platform. 

Data collection Procedures 

The data were collected in several ways. First, the researcher used the recording of a non-

native English teacher when teaching storytelling. In this part, the researcher listened to and 
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watched the teacher’s video of teaching storytelling. Second, the researcher made the 

transcription and phonetic analysis. In this part, the research used the transcripts that will be 

annotated using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) to provide a detailed phonetic 

representation of the teacher's pronunciation. In addition, this phonetic transcription will be 

allowed for a systematic analysis of the teacher's pronunciation patterns and errors. 

Data Analysis Procedures 

There are some ways to analyze the data from this research. First, the researcher made 

the transcriptions of storytelling and listened to the recording of an English teacher 

pronouncing the storytelling topic entitled "The Very Hungry Caterpillar." The data will also 

be analyzed by using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) to look at the errors from 

English teachers’ pronunciation. This phonetic transcription will serve as the foundation for 

the subsequent analysis. 

Second, the researcher identified and categorized pronunciation errors. The researcher 

systematically reviewed the phonetic transcripts to identify and categorize the specific 

pronunciation errors made by the English teachers. Then, the errors will be classified based on 

the type of phonetics, such as short vowels, long vowels, diphthong vowels, and consonant 

sounds. 

3. Findings and Discussion 

The following table shows the phonetic transcriptions of the storytelling entitled 

“The very hungry caterpillar, which can be seen in the following table 1: 

Table 1. The transcription of the very hungry caterpillar 
“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” 

Meet my new friend. His name is Mr. Caterpillar. Can everybody say Hi, Mr. Caterpillar. 

Today story is about “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” 

The story is about metamorphosis. It reminds us that everything in life is beautiful. In the light of the 

moon, a little egg lay on a leaf 
One Sunday morning, the warm sun came up 

and pop out of the egg came a tiny and very hungry caterpillar. He started to look for some food. 

On Monday, he ate through one apple, but he was still hungry. On Tuesday, he ate through two pears, 

but he was still hungry. 

On Wednesday, he ate through three plums, but he was still hungry. 

On Thursday, he ate through four strawberries. Oh, but he was still hungry. On Friday, he ate through 

five oranges, ooooww, but he was still hungry. Oh no. On Saturday, he ate through one piece of 

chocolate cake 

one ice cream cone, one pickle, one slice of Swiss cheese, 

one slice of salami, one lollipop, one cherry pie, one sausage 

one cupcake, one slice of watermelon that night he had stomach ache. Uh no. The next day was Sunday 
again, the caterpillar ate through one nice green leaf and after that she felt much better. 

What happened now he wasn’t hungry anymore and he wasn’t a little caterpillar anymore, 

He was so big fat caterpillar. 

He built the house calls the cocoon around himself He stayed inside for more than two weeks 

Then, he nibbled a hole in the cocoon push his way out and Wow he was beautiful butterfly The end. 
/ðiː/ /ˈver.i/ /ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ /ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/ 

/miːt/ /maɪ/ /frend/. /hɪz/ /neɪm/ /ɪz/ /ˈmɪs.tɚ/ /ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/ 

/kæn/ /ˈev.riˌbɑː.di/ /seɪ/ /haɪ/ /ˈmɪs.tɚ/ /ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/ 

/təˈdeɪ/ /ˈstɔːr.i/ /ɪz/ /əˈbaʊt/ “/ðiː/ /ˈver.i/ /ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ /ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/” 

/ðiː/ /ˈstɔːr.i/ /ɪz/ /əˈbaʊt/ /ˌmet̬.əˈmɔːr.fə.sɪs/. /ɪt/ /rɪˈmaɪnd/ strong /ʌs/ weak /əs/ /ðæt/ 

/ˈev.ri.θɪŋ/ /ɪn/ /laɪf/ /ɪz/ /ˈbjuː.t̬ə.fəl/ 

/ɪn/ /ðiː/ /laɪt/ /əv/ /ðiː/ ðə/ /muːn/ /eɪ/ /ˈlɪt̬.əl/ /eɡ/ /leɪ/ /ə/ /ˈlif/ 

/wʌn/ /ˈsʌn.deɪ/ /ˈmɔːr.nɪŋ/, /ðə/ /wɔːrm/ /sʌn/ /kʌm/ /ʌp/ 
/ænd/ /pɑːp/ /aʊt/ /əv/ /ðiː/ /eɡ/ /keɪm/ /eɪ/ /ˈtaɪ.ni/ /ænd/ /ˈver.i/ /ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ 

/ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/” /hi/ /stɑːrt/ /tuː/ /lʊk/ /fɔːr/ /sʌm/ /fuːd/ 
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/ɒn/ /ˈmʌn.deɪ/, /hiː/ /et/ /θruː/ /wʌn/ /ˈæp.əl/, /bʌt/ /hi/ /wɑːz/ /stɪl/ 

/ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ /ɒn/ /ˈtuːz.deɪ/, /hi/ /et/ /θruː/ /per/, /bʌt/ /hi/ /wɑːz/ /stɪl/ 

/ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ 
/ɒn/ /ˈwenz.deɪ/, /hi/ /et/ /θruː/ /θriː/ /plʌm/, /bʌt/ /hi/ /wɑːz/ /stɪl/ /ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ /ɒn/ 

/ˈθɝːz.deɪ/, /hi/ /et/ /θruː/ /θriː/ /fɔːr/ /ˈstrɑːˌber.i/ /oʊ/ /bʌt/ /hi/ /wɑːz/ /stɪl/ /ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ 

/ɒn/ /ˈfraɪ.deɪ/, /hi/ /et/ /θruː/ /faɪv/ /ˈɒr.ɪndʒ, /aʊ/ /bʌt/ /hi/ /wɑːz/ /stɪl/ /ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ /ɒn/ 

/ˈsæt̬.ɚ.deɪ/, /hi/ /et/ /θruː/ /wʌn/ /piːs/ /əv/ /ˈtʃɑːk.lət/ /keɪk/ 

/wʌn/ /ˈaɪs ˌkriːm/ /koʊn/, /wʌn/ / /ˈpɪk.əl/ wʌn/ /slaɪs /əv/ /swɪs/ /tʃiːz/, /wʌn/ /slaɪs /əv/ 

/səˈlɑː.mi/, /wʌn/ /ˈlɒl.i.pɒp/, /wʌn/ /ˈtʃer.i/ /paɪ/, /wʌn/ /ˈsɑː.sɪdʒ/, /wʌn/ /ˈkʌp.keɪk/, 

/wʌn/ /slaɪs /əv/ /ˈwɑː.t̬ɚˌmel.ən/ /ðæt/ /naɪt/ /hiː/ /hæd/ /ˈstʌm.ək.eɪk/, /ɜː/ /noʊ/. 

/ðə/ /nekst/ /deɪ/ /wɑːz/ /ˈsʌn.deɪ/ /əˈɡeɪn/, /ðə/ /ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/ /et/ /θruː/ /wʌn/ /naɪs/ /ɡriːn/ 

/liːf/ 

/ənd/ /ˈæf.tɚ/ /ðæt/ /ʃiː/ /felt/ /mʌtʃ/ /ˈbet̬.ɚ/ 

/wɒt/ /ˈhæp.ən/ /naʊ/ /hiː/ /ˈwɑː.zənt/ /ˈhʌŋ.ɡri/ /ˌen.iˈmɔːr/ 
/ənd/ /hiː/ /ˈwɑː.zənt/ /eɪ/ /ˈlɪt̬.əl/ /ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/ /ˌen.iˈmɔːr/ 

/hiː/ /wɑːz/ /soʊ/ /bɪɡ/ /fæt/ /ˈkæt̬.ɚ.pɪl.ɚ/ 

/hiː/ /bɪlt/ /ðə/ /haʊs/ /kɑːl/ /ðə/ /kəˈkuːn/ /əˈ˞ɹaʊnd/ /hɪmˈsɛlf/ 

/hi/ /ˈsteɪd/ /ɪnˈsaɪd/ /fə/˞ /ˈmɔr/ /ˈðæn/ /ˈtu/ /ˈwiks/ 

/ˈðɛn/ /hi/ /ˈnɪbəld/ /ə/ /ˈhoʊl/ /ˈɪn/ /ðə/ /kəˈkun/ /ˈpʊʃ/ /ˈhɪz/ /ˈweɪ/ /ˈaʊt/ /ənd/ /ˈwaʊ/ /hi/ 

/wəz/ /ˈbjutɪfəl/ /ˈbətəˌ˞flaɪ/ 

/ði/ /ɛnd/ 

 

After the data were analyzed, it was found that there were 36 pronunciation errors 

in the teaching of the story telling “The very hungry caterpillar”. The errors cover 

vowels, consonants, and dipthongs. Below is the table distribution of the pronunciation 

errors with each description. 

Table 2. The frequencies of pronunciation errors 
Pronunciation Errors Frequency Errors Percentages 

Vowels 20 5,6% 

Consonants 14 3,9% 

Dipthongs 2 5,6% 
 

The results of this study revealed that the teacher made pronunciation errors in teaching 

storytelling, mostly in the vowels of the words. Out of 36 errors, 20 vowel errors were found. 

Next, for the consonant errors, it was found that 14 errors and 2 dipthong errors were found on 

dipthong pronunciation, which can be seen from the following explanation table for each 

description based on the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and to answer the research 

question. 

RQ 1: What are the pronunciation errors made by the English teachers while 

teaching storytelling? 

Table 3: Pronunciation Errors on Short Vowels Sound 
Short 

Vowel 

Sound 

Words Phonetic 

Transcription 

Produce 

Sound 

Vowel 

Errors 

[ɪ] Bilt /bɪld/ /belt/ /ɪ/ /t/ 

[e] Ate /et/ /iːt/ /et/ 

[ɒ] Sausage /ˈsɒs.ɪdʒ/ 
/ˈwɒz.ənt/ 

/ˈs ʌ s.ɪd/ 
/ˈw ʌ z.ent/ 

/ɒ/ /ʒ/ 
/ɒ/ 

[ʊ] Own /əʊn/ /ɑːn/ ʊ 

[æ] Happen /ˈhæp.ən/ 

/ænd/ 

/ˈhep.ən/ 

/end/ 

/æ/ 

/æ/ 
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[ə] Butterfly Better 

Wasn’t Better 

/ˈbʌt̬.ɚ.flaɪ/ 

/ˈbet̬.ɚ/ 
/ˈwɒz.ənt/ 

/ˈbet̬.ɚ/ 

/ˈbʌt̬.flaɪ/ 

/ˈbet̬.e/ 
/ˈw ʌ 

z.ent/ 

/ˈbet̬.e/ 

/ə/ 

/ə/ 
/ ə / 

/ ə / 

The teachers’ pronunciation errors on long vowel sounds are seen in the table 3 above. 

It shows that they pronounce sounds [ɪ] on [e]. While on [e], the teacher pronounced [ɪ]. The 

other incorrect word is the [ɒ] sound, pronounced with the [ʌ] sound. In this study, the 

researcher did not find /ʌ/ and [ɜː] sounds. The [ʊ] sound is incorrectly pronounced with the 

[ɑː] sound. The [æ] sound is also incorrect with the [e] sound. The last is an incorrect sound 

pronounced [ə] on the [ʌ] sound. 

Table 4: Pronunciation Errors on Long Vowels Sound 

Long Vowel Words Phonetic 

Transcription 

Produce Sound Vowel 

Errors 

[iː] Leaf 

Feeling 

Week 

/liːf/ 

/ˈfiː.lɪŋ/ 

/wiːk/ 

/lif/ 

/ˈfil.ɪŋ/ 

/wik/ 

i  ː

i  ː

i  ː

[uː] Moon 
Cocoon 

/muːn/ 
/kəˈkuːn/ 

/mʊn/ 
/kəˈkun/ 

/uː/ u  ː

[ɑː] Was /wɑːz/ /weːz/ /ɑː/ 

 Watermelon /ˈwɔː.təˌmel.ən/ /ˈweː.təˌmel.ən/  
[ɔ/] Anymore /ˌen.iˈmɔːr/ /ˌen.iˈmuːr/ /ɔ:/ 

[eə] - - - - 

[ɜː] Early /ˈɜː.li/ /əː.li/ /ɜː/ 

 

Table 4 shows the pronunciation errors on long vowel sounds such as [iː], [uː], [ɑː], 

[ɔː], and [ɜː] sounds. The teacher did not pronounce the [eə] sound in this study. It was found 

that the teacher pronounced the [iː] sound into the [i] sound. It also found that the [uː] sound 

was pronounced into the [ʊ] and [əˈ] sounds. Furthermore, the [ɔ] sound is intended to be the 

[uː] sound, and the [ɜː] is pronounced with the [əː] sound. 

Table 5: Pronunciation Errors on Diphthong Vowels Sound 

Diphthong 

Vowels 

Words Phonetic 

Transcription 

Produce 

Sound 

Vowel 

Errors 

[ɪə] - - - - 

[eə] - - - - 

[ʊə] - - - - 

[eɪ] Cake 

Saturday 

/keɪk/ 

/ˈsæt̬.ɚ.deɪ/ 

/kek/ 

/ˈsæt̬.ɚ.de/ 

/eɪ/ 

/e/ 

[aɪ] - - - - 

[ɔɪ] - - - - 

[əʊ] - - - - 

[aʊ] - - - - 
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The diphthong vowel sounds are [ɪə], [eə], [ʊə], [eɪ], [aɪ], [ɔɪ], and [aʊ]. In this study, 

the teachers only made the error pronunciations in the [eɪ] sound. The teacher pronounced the 

[eɪ] sound into the [e] and [eɪ] sounds. 

Table 6: Pronunciation Errors on Consonant Sounds 

Consonant 

Sounds 

Words Phonetic 

Transcription 

Produce 

Sound 

Vowel Errors 

[p] - - - - 

[b] - - - - 

[t] Build /bɪld/ /bɪlt/ /t/ 

[d] Food /fuːd/ /fuːt/ /d/ 

[k] - - - - 

[g] egg /eɡ/ /eɪt/ /g/ 

[f] Leaf 
Five 

/ˈlif’/ 
/faɪv/ 

/ˈliv’/ 
/faɪf/ 

/f/ 
/f/ 

[v] Very /ˈver.i/ /ˈfer.i/ /v/ 

[θ] Thursday /ˈθɝːz.deɪ/ /ˈtɝːs.deɪ/ /Θ/ 

[ð] This 

With 

Three 

/ðɪs/ 

/wɪð/ 

/θriː/ 

/dɪs/ 

/wɪt/ 

/triː/ 

/ð/ 

[s] Is was /ˈɪz/ 
/wɑːz/ 

/ˈɪs/ 
/wɑːs/ 

[s] 

[z] - - - - 

[ʃ] - - - - 

[ʒ] - - - - 

[h]     

[tʃ] Chocolate /ˈtʃɑːk.lət/ /chɑːk.lət/ tʃ 

[dʒ] - - - - 

[m] - - - - 

[n] - - - - 

[ŋ] Feeling /ˈfɪl.ɪŋ/ /ˈfɪl.ɪn/ /ŋ/ 

 

The consonant vowels not found in this study are [p], [b], [k], [z], [ʃ], [ʒ], [h], [dʒ], [m], 
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[n], [l], [r], [w], and [j]. While the other consonant vowel errors made by the teachers are [t] 

sound into [d] sound. The [d] sound is intended to pronounce the [t] sound. The teacher also 

pronounces the sound [g], which seems like the sound [t]. Two errors were also found in the 

[f] sound into the [v] sound, such as life ([ˈlif']) and [faɪv]. The [v] sound becomes a [f] sound. 

Next, the [θ] sound is intended to become the [t] sound. [s] sound into the [z] sound. 

Furthermore, [tʃ] sounds become [ch] sounds. [ŋ] sound into the [n] sound. The most consonant 

errors that happened in this study were the [ð] sounds that happened three times in words such 

as [ðɪs], with [wɪð], and three [θriː]. This study, similar to the previous findings by Balsius 

(2022), which highlighted specific sounds like /θ/, /d^/, /ð/, /Ϝ:/, and /əʊ/, underscoring the 

importance of understanding the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) for pronunciation 

improvement. Additionally, Maiza (2020) identified challenges students face with English 

consonants, including /θ/, /ð/, /ʃ/, /ʒ/, /tʃ/, and /dʒ/. These findings emphasize the significance 

of addressing pronunciation difficulties, especially with these specific sounds, in language 

teaching. Understanding and using IPA symbols can assist both teachers and students in 

overcoming pronunciation barriers and achieving clearer and more accurate spoken English. 

RQ2: What are the underlying phonetic factors contributing to these pronunciation 

errors? 

Based on the analysis of the findings above, it can be concluded that there were several 

phonetic factors contributing to these pronunciation errors. First, the teachers do not really pay 

attention and check the pronunciation of the of the words before going to teach the storytelling. 

In here, the teachers also had confusion between short and long vowel sounds [I] into [i:] 

sounds and [ɒ] into [ɔ:] sounds. The English teachers are also having difficulties with the 

diphthong vowel sounds such as [eɪ], [aɪ], and [ɔɪ] sounds. Second, the other factors came from 

the consonant errors. The substitution of certain consonant sounds, for example, [θ] 

pronounced as [f] and [ð] pronounced as [d], Third, the stress and rhythm. The incorrect 

placement of primary stress within the words such as the word five [faɪv], the stress word here 

should be stressed in [faɪv] but the teachers were not making the stress word in [aɪ] sound, the 

teachers pronounced this word with the short vowel sound. Fourth, in Indonesian, there are no 

alphabetic sounds such as the following: 

Table 7: Phonetic alphabet sounds that are not stated in Indonesian sounds 
Vowels Consonants Diphthongs 

[i:] (long high front vowel) [θ] (voiceless dental fricative 

consonant) 

[eɪ] (rising front diphthong) 

[ʊ] (short middle back vowel) [ð] (voiced dental 

fricative consonant) 

[aɪ] (rising front diphthong) 

[ɔ:] (long middle back vowel) [ʒ] (voiced palatal 

fricative consonant) 

[ɔɪ] (rising back diphthong) 

[æ] (low front vowel) [ʧ] (voiceless palatal affricate 

consonant) 

- 

[ʤ] (voiced palatal affricate 

consonant) 

 

Based on the table above, in Indonesian alphabetic, there is no phonetic alphabet like 

in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA). Thus, the researcher suggested that using the 

International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) as a tool for teaching and practicing pronunciation could 

help address these underlying phonetic factors and improve the teacher's English pronunciation 

skills, especially when teaching storytelling. 
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  4. Conclusion and suggestion 

Based on the research findings and discussions, it can be concluded that the pronunciation 

errors made by the teachers were categorized into vowels, consonants, and dipthong errors. 

The total number is 36 errors. The vowel errors consist of 18 errors, 14 consonant errors, and 

1 dipthong error. The most frequent error with the short vowel was the [ə] sound. The teachers 

intended this sound to sound like [ə]. The most frequent error found on the consonant was the 

[iː] sound that the teachers intended into the [i] sound. Next, in the dipthong error, only one 

error was found with the [eɪ] sound, and the teachers made the mistake into the [e] sound. The 

last is the consonant sound. The most frequent errors found on consonant sounds are [f] and 

[ð] sounds. The teachers made the errors in the [f] sound into the [v] sound and the [ð] sound 

into the [d] and [t] sounds. 

The study found that pronunciation errors in English teaching involve several factors. 

Teachers often struggle with short and long vowel sounds, diphthong sounds, consonant errors, 

stress and rhythm. The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) could help address these issues 

and improve teachers' English pronunciation skills, particularly when teaching storytelling. 

Furthermore, the researcher suggests that English teachers incorporate the International 

Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) as crucial tool for teaching and practicing pronunciation, especially 

in the context of storytelling. By using IPA, teachers can improve their understanding of 

phonetic nuances, enabling them to model accurate pronunciation for their students. This 

practice not only helps in reducing pronunciation errors but also enhances students' ability to 

grasp the correct sounds of English words, ultimately leading to more effective communication 

and storytelling skills. 

References 

Afdaliah, N. (2022). An Analysis of Phonological, Morphological and Syntactical Errors on 

Teachers’ Talk in EFL Classroom. Journal of English Teaching & Applied Linguistics, 

4(1), 10-18. 

Blasius Banu Suryaleksana, M. N. (2022). Utilizing the International Phonetic Alphabet to 

Improve Pronunciation of English Education Students. English Education: Jurnal 

Tadris Bahasa Inggris, 15(1). 

Brown, H. D. (2007). Principles of language learning and teaching (5th ed.). New York: 

Pearson Education, Inc.129. 

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods 

Approaches (4th ed.). SAGE Publication lnc 

Diah Dwi Lestari, F. B. (2020). Pronunciation Errors Made by EFL Student Teachers in Speech 

Performance. Prominent Journal, 3(2). 

Elvionita, E. (2019). An analysis of students' error in pronouncing English consonants at 

seniorhigh school Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru. Uin Suska Riau. Retrieved from 

http://repository.uin-suska.ac.id/id/eprint/23292 

Ghounane, N. (2018). Difficulties Encountered in Teaching English Pronunciation for EFL 

Learners. 1(9). 

Hancock, M. (2021). English Pronunciation in Use. Cambridge University Press. 

Hope, T. (2020). Storytelling The Very Hungry Caterpillar. Retrieved from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOShCVq2pXY 

Ira. (2020). The Very Hungry Caterpillar I Story Telling and More by Teacher Ira. 2022. 

Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzwFVleYQQU 

Fitria, T. N. (2022). Utilizing Text-to-Speech Technology: Natural Reader in Teaching 

http://repository.uin-suska.ac.id/id/eprint/23292
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOShCVq2pXY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzwFVleYQQU


Indonesian Journal of Foreign Language Studies, Vol. 1 No. 1, 2024 

e-ISSN: XXXX-XXXX 

 

 

53 
 
 

Pronunciation. JETLEE: Journal of English Language Teaching, Linguistics, and

 Literature, 2(2), 70– 78. 

https://doi.org/10.47766/jetlee.v2i2.312 

Kat. (2020). Teacher Kat reads "The Very Hungry Caterpillar". Retrieved from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJ8CjCXJ-m0 

Levis, J. M. (2018). Intelligibility, Oral Communication, and the Teaching of Pronunciation. 

Cambridge University Press. 

Maiza, M. (2020). An Analysis of Students' Pronunciation Errors. Journal of English Education 

and Literature, 1(1), 18-23. 

Martin, I. A. (2020). Pronunciation development and instruction in distance language. 

Language Learning & Technology, 24(1), 86-106. doi:10125/44711. 

Maslow, J. (2020). The importance of the phonetic alphabet in languages and communication  

studies. Retrieved on May 6, 2021, from https://www.influencive.com/the-

importance-of-thephonetic-alphabet-inlanguages-and- communication-studies/ 

Pennington, M.C., & Rogerson-Revell, P. (2019). English pronunciation teaching and study. 

Londres: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Pourhosein Gilakjani, A., & Sabouri, N. B. (2016). Why Is English Pronunciation Ignored by 

EFL Teachers in Their Classes? International Journal of English Linguistics, 6(6), 195. 

https://doi.org/10.5539/ijel.v6n6p195 

Setiyono, M. S. (2019). Using international phonetic alphabet (IPA) in teaching pronunciation: 

linguistics in present century. International Journal of English Linguistics, Literature, 

and Education (IJELLE), 1(1). 

Sig, T. (2020). The Very Hungry Caterpillar: Story and Craft. Retrieved from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQ0pOFcVFPs The Very Hungry Caterpillar.

 (2021). Retrieved from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pB2HNqAlAKo 

Tulaktondok, L. (2016). English pronunciation errors made by Torajan speakers of English 

(TSE). Teaching English as a Foreign Language Overseas Journal, 3(1), 14-34. 

Ulfayanti, N., & Jelimun, M. O. (2018). Contrastive analysis of English and Indonesian vowel 

phoneme and its lesson plan in language teaching. Journal of Applied Studies in 

Language, 2(2), 116-123. Retrieved from 

http://ojs.pnb.ac.id/index.php/JASL/article/view/1030 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJ8CjCXJ-m0
http://www.influencive.com/the-importance-of-thephonetic-alphabet-inlanguages-and-
http://www.influencive.com/the-importance-of-thephonetic-alphabet-inlanguages-and-
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SQ0pOFcVFPs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pB2HNqAlAKo
http://ojs.pnb.ac.id/index.php/JASL/article/view/1030

